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Dear Class of 2020,
 

You were born into a world of adversity in the wake of the 9/11 attacks and this year, you were confronted with a very
different type of adversity.  There are dozens of quotes and thoughts that could be shared about these tumultuous
times, but I would like to focus my message on the importance of your education in helping you define your path
forward.
 

Your life experiences and your education will forever shape your thinking and will influence how you respond to a
variety of situations.  Your understanding of STEM, your ability to communicate to others and to think critically about
information presented to you, your ability to consider historical accounts of events, and connect those events to the
present, your capacity to analyze and draw conclusions; all of this is becoming far more important than you probably
ever realized.  In fact, so much of what you learned in school defines who you are today, who you will become in the
future, and how you will respond during difficult times.  Your education is the foundation that, in so many ways,
connects you to the rest of the world.
 

Keep building on your educational foundation and you will not be disappointed. Understand that the education you
received at Wayne Hills and Wayne Valley is a gift that is not only valuable to you, but something you can share with
others, especially those who are less fortunate. Realize that your education will help to amplify your voice when it
comes to speaking out about issues that are of concern to you.

Sincerely,
 
 

 
 
 

Mark Toback, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

Congratulations Class of 2020!
Salute to the Class of 2020 and District Newsletter
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By making the most of your educational opportunities, you will
create the best version of your future self.  Finally, be grateful for
the many wonderful teachers and administrators working in the
Wayne Township Public Schools who have provided you with a
strong educational foundation that will always serve you well.
 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020!  We are proud of you and all
that you have accomplished! Best wishes!



Dear Class of 2020,
 
It has been my absolute honor to bear witness to your many accomplishments and
milestones since you began your high school journey in 2016. I have had the honor of
attending many of your special events and I’ve also enjoyed your attendance at our Board
of Education meetings. You have always left me awestruck by your talents and abilities. As
you prepare to move forward I know you take with you all of your happy memories,
friendships formed, challenges faced, and goals reached.
 
I know 2020 has been the year that some may want to focus on, but I hope you know that
everything you faced this year will be one of the important lessons of your life. You’ve
learned how to face adversity with flexibility and open mindedness. As Justice Sonia
Sotomayor said, “There are uses for adversity and they don’t reveal themselves until
tested; difficulty can tap unexpected strengths."
 
Here’s to you Class of 2020.  I know you will continue to rise up to challenges and make us
proud.  Go out and find your passion and make this world a better place.  We know you can
do it.  You’ve already shown us.  
 
On behalf of all of us at the Wayne Board of Education, congratulations!
 
Sincerely,
 
Catherine Kazan
President, Wayne Board of Education

A Message from
Board of Education President

Catherine Kazan
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FAST FACTS
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National Merit 
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National Merit 
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Scholarship Money Received

(Student Reported)

$2,347,895 $2,291,784
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Reminiscing on her years at Wayne Valley High School, Tasneem is grateful for those who
inspired her to find her true passion and taught her many life lessons along the way.
During her time in high school, Tasneem was involved in many clubs and activities to
explore her interest in STEM. Following her freshman year, she attended the W.E.B.
DuBois Scholars Engineering Academy at Princeton University, where she took college
level courses in Math Reasoning, Computer Engineering, and Physics. The summer before
her junior year, Tasneem participated in the Girls Who Code Summer Immersion Program
in New York City, where she learned the basics of multiple coding languages with other
girls who had an interest in computer science. These experiences helped foster and grow
her love of STEM, while also empowering her to pursue a career in a male-dominated field.
 
At Wayne Valley High School, Tasneem was the Vice President of Peer Leaders, working
with administrators and fellow students to positively shape the school community. She was
the clarinet section leader for the marching band and Vice President of Competitive Events
in Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA). Currently, she works at Kumon, a local
tutoring center, to help students of all skill levels in math and reading.
 
Academically, Tasneem has been recognized as an AP Scholar with Distinction. She is
also an active member of the National Honor Society.
 
Tasneem will be furthering her studies at the University of Pennsylvania, majoring in
Computer Science. Tasneem would like to thank her friends, family, and teachers for their
support during her time at Wayne Valley High School. Looking towards the future, she is
excited for the next chapter of her academic journey.

T a s n e e m
P a t h a n

Congratulati
ons

W a y n e  V a l l e y  H i g h  S c h o o l
V a l e d i c t o r i a n
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Andrew Paul is graduating Wayne Valley High School as a member of the National Honor
Society, and AP Scholar of Distinction and Salutatorian. He is a four-year member of the
WVHS Jazz Ensemble, previously saxophone section leader and recognized as Outstanding
Soloist at the 2019 West Milford Jazz Festival. He was also a member of the WVHS Marching
Band for three years. Andrew has set for the WVHS Volleyball Team all four years, lettered
and also named Honorable Mention All Conference. He was on the WVHS Cross Country
team and lettered in Winter Track. Andrew participated in Debate Club, serving as Director of
Debate. Andrew has also participated in FBLA, serving as Parliamentarian and Deputy VP of
Competitive Events and recognized as a Regional Finalist and State Conference Competitor.
 
Outside of WVHS, Andrew is a student at Montclair’s Jazz House Kids through which he has
performed at Jazz at Lincoln Center and the Montclair Jazz Festival. Andrew is a member of
Temple Beth Tikvah, where he will be a 2020 graduate from its Religious School. He has
participated in the Religious Action Center’s Teen Justice Fellowship and L’Taken Social
Justice Seminar in Washington, DC. He has also volunteered in several community service
programs, including St. Paul Men’s Shelter, Midnight Run, Flames of Giving and Wayne
Interfaith Food Pantry. Andrew has spent his summers at the Oxford Advanced Studies
Program, Columbia University Summer Immersion Program, Jamey Aebersold Jazz
Workshop and West Milford Summer Jazz Academy. Throughout his senior year, he has been
painting at MAM’s Yard School of Art and discussing passages through Partners in Torah.
 
Andrew has feelings for jazz music, painting, drawing, Qi Gong, Tai Ji, learning, philosophy,
volleyball, museums, nature walks, natural food, creating unique recipes, stuffies, funnies,
energy, meditation, scents, hugs, his family and books. He will be attending Williams College
in Massachusetts to study literature, philosophy, music, and more.

A n d r e w  B .
P a u l

Congratulati
ons

W a y n e  V a l l e y  H i g h  S c h o o l
S a l u t a t o r i a n
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Justin Reicher will be attending Binghamton University in the fall. He would like to thank all of
his teachers at A.P. Terhune Elementary School, Schuyler-Colfax Middle School, and Wayne
Hills High School for providing him with an excellent education.
 
At Wayne Hills High School, Justin was a varsity catcher and outfielder for the baseball team.
He was President of the National Honor Society, and was honored to work with his
classmates to coordinate community service projects. Justin also served his class as a
Student Council Representative, helping to organize school spirit activities and fundraisers. As
a Student Ambassador, Justin mentored incoming freshmen and helped them transition to
high school. During his summers, he volunteered as a camp counselor at New Jersey
Audubon Society’s Lorrimer Nature Sanctuary. He also was a counselor at the Wayne
Education Foundation’s Camp Adventure. Justin worked as a teacher for Idea Lab Kids,
where he had the opportunity to share his passion for learning. He taught children about
science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics. In his spare time, Justin also enjoys
playing the piano, basketball, and football.
 
Academically, Justin is an AP Scholar with Distinction and a National Merit Commended
Student. He is also a member of the Italian National Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta Math
Honor Society.
 
At Binghamton, Justin plans to study engineering and was admitted to the University Scholars
Program. He was also selected to take part in the First Year Research Immersion Program.
 

J u s t i n
R e i c h e r

W a y n e  H i l l s  H i g h  S c h o o l
V a l e d i c t o r i a n
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This fall, Jenna Boguslavsky will be attending Duke University. At Wayne Hills High School,
she started fencing her freshman year, earned the position of épée A-Strip as a junior, and
was named Varsity Captain her senior year. As a senior, she placed 11th in the 2020 NJSIAA
Individual Championship and was awarded First Team All-League for her near-undefeated
record. Also, Jenna is co-captain of the Quiz Bowl team, treasurer of the Italian Honor Society,
and a member of the National Honor Society and Mu Alpha Theta Math Honor Society. 
 
Jenna speaks four languages (English, Russian, French, and Italian) to varying degrees of
fluency, and she received a perfect score on a Russian Proficiency Exam administered
through NYU. She is also an AP Scholar with Distinction. 
 
Jenna spent the last two summers interning at Premier MD, a private medical practice where
she shadowed the doctor and worked hands-on with patients seeking non-traditional
treatments such as cupping, acupuncture, and medical marijuana. She is a member of the
New Jersey Young Democrats and was an intern in Mikie Sherill’s Campaign for Congress.
On a local level, she successfully petitioned the Wayne Board of Education to increase
academic extracurricular funding. 
 
Jenna hasn’t decided what she will major in, but is excited for the next stage of her life at
Duke.

J e n n a
B o g u s l a v s k y

W a y n e  H i l l s  H i g h  S c h o o l
S a l u t a t o r i a n
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An individual of varying and significant strengths, Halle Katz is an outstanding representative
of the Wayne Valley graduating class of 2020. Halle has made notable contributions to our
school community. She has been an essential member of the Wayne Valley Jazz Band and
Marching Band, along with serving as Quiz Bowl Captain. 
 
Halle has held leadership roles within several school organizations, including President of the
Model United Nations, and has been an active leader in the Student Council and National
Honor Society. Rounding out these accomplishments is her role as editor of our writing club,
Emphasis. 
 
Notably, Halle was an integral part of the Gen-Z marketing campaign that was promoted
throughout the Wayne Township school district. Aimed at discouraging teens and
adolescents from vaping by educating them how advertisements are targeted and presented,
this initiative was widely praised and was viewed by students at multiple schools. Halle was
in charge of the public relations arm of that project, a role that will undoubtedly serve her well
as she prepares for a career in PR. 
 
Halle’s accomplishments in school are rivaled by her extracurricular talents, where she has
balanced numerous jobs along with a most rigorous course selection. She is also a
dedicated and accomplished piano player with several studio recordings to her credit. Halle
will major in Marketing at Bentley University, and plans to work in the field of Public
Relations.
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Written By: 

Jennifer Montana, School Counselor, Wayne Valley High School

Halle Katz



This quote is the perfect way to describe Erin Matthews. She has impacted, influenced and inspired
the Wayne Valley community. She has gone above and beyond academically, extracurricularly, and
her dedication to become a strong leader for our school is quite evident. Upon getting to know Erin,
she has a smile and charisma that people are drawn to. I have been truly blessed to be her school
counselor for the past four years. Academically, Erin has worked hard in her classes, always giving
100% in all she does. Her work ethic and drive is apparent by her 4.3 GPA and ranked 5 in the class.
Erin has taken an array of AP and Honors classes and has challenged herself in some of the most
rigorous classes we offer. Because of this she has been recognized as an AP Scholar with Honors. 
 
These achievements are a true testament of her determination and hard work.  In college, she is
looking to major in Chemical Engineering with a focus on the environment. She has long term plans
to continue her education and get a masters degree in this field of study. I know that she will be so
successful in anything she puts her mind to. What makes Erin stand out amongst her peers is her
leadership qualities. 
 
Erin is currently our Senior Class President, Historian of the National Honor Society, Captain of the
Field Hockey Team, and a Girl Scout for the past 13 years. She is currently working towards her
Gold Award and volunteered her time throughout the community to help others in need. Erin
epitomizes the qualities of being a problem solver, creative thinker, and she leads by example giving
full effort in everything she does. She is highly regarded by her peers and serves as a role model for
students as well as staff.    Erin Matthews has made Wayne Valley a better place and has left a
lasting mark on our school! We wish Erin the best of luck as she attends Penn State University this
fall.
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Written By: 

Felicia Miller, School Counselor at Wayne Valley High School

Erin Matthews

“The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.”



Nathaniel (Nate) Simon is a young man that exemplifies what it means to be a driven student.

Through adversities and challenges, Nate always finds a way to persevere and continue to

his goals. Having the pleasure to get to know Nate over the past year, I was introduced to a

courteous, kind, and humorous young man.  

 

Nate is a student that cares deeply about his work and aims to always give his all. He’s not

afraid to be who he is and stand up for things he believes in. He is dedicated and loyal and

has expressed a great commitment to his academics. Upon getting to know Nate, his

personality immediately shines through. He’s friendly, loyal, and humorous. You might not

know, but Nate has been through some challenges from a young age. He’s persevered

through some difficult times and has come out even stronger and more resilient than before.

He remains focused on his interests and continues to set goals for himself. Nate Simon has

made a great impression on the Wayne Valley community. 

 

Through dedication and drive, Nate strives to achieve the goals he has set for himself. Nate

will thrive in college, as he pursues his dreams, and become an asset on the campus with his

personality. We wish him all the best on his upcoming endeavours.

16

Written By: 

William Cheval, Jr., School Counselor at Wayne Valley High School

Nathaniel (Nate) Simon



I would like to recognize Giuseppe (Joey) Vittorioso for the outstanding individual I have had
the pleasure to work with for the last four years.  Over the course of the last four years, I have
gotten to know Joey well as he has always come to me if he had questions.  As he entered
senior year, I had the opportunity to check in with him and his friends during their study hall
three or four days a week.  
 
Joey is smart and funny and regarded by his peers as a reliable friend.  To say he is
hardworking is an understatement.  Joey has taken a general course of study but has enjoyed
the hands-on educational approach that fabrication technology and the automotive program
have offered him.  He believes in the value and it has been instilled upon him by his parents
to learn and know how to do for himself.  Joey is disciplined and intentional.  He is an avid
hunter and enjoys the outdoors.  Joey has spent the last two summers working on a lavender
farm in upstate New York. He spent his senior year working part time as a maintenance
assistant for the board office approximately four to five days a week, five hours a day.  He is
consistent as evidenced by the tremendous job he has done maintaining his schedule and
school work during this very difficult time of being in a quarantine.  
 
Joey is thoughtful and has a well-planned transition in place after high school to join Local 11
Ironworkers Union of New Jersey.  I could not be more proud of how hard he works.  His
mature mindset and dedication will have a positive impact on his career, family and life.
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Written By: 

Michael Paul, School Counselor at Wayne Valley High School

Giuseppe (Joey) Vittorioso



There are some people in life who do not let obstacles get in the way of them pursuing a goal. Described by
his friends as “stoic” in the pursuit of his dream to work as an engineer for the US Navy, Christopher does not
let anything obstruct his vision of success. No words can capture the essence of Christopher’s tunnel vision
view of his future. Christopher uses his culture to describe his work ethic and desire to succeed. With the
example of his extremely hardworking parents and high achieving brother, Christopher views the American
Dream as a reality. He wants to serve our country not only because of the honor but also because of his
gratitude and humility. Christopher does not take no for an answer; he puts his mind, heart, and soul into
everything he does. When he has been challenged academically, he has risen to the occasion by crushing
his goals. He does not back away from pressure but instead leans in. 
 
Christopher was a member of the National Honor Society, Italian Honor Society, Tri-M Music Honor Society,
QuestBridge College Prep Scholar Program, and he serves as Going Merry Ambassador who helps other
students find scholarships. He was a part of the jazz band for four years, marching band for three years, and
served as the equipment manager for the marching band during his senior year. Christopher channels
pressure and stress into his euphonium horn and bass guitar. Christopher was selected to be in the
prestigious wind ensemble, which he attributes to hours of practice and his extremely supportive band
community. When he is not playing music, you could find Christopher at engineering club meetings where he
served as secretary. You could also find him working out with the track team where he participated for three
years. With all of these commitments, Christopher still found time to serve as a mentor at the Wayne Boys
and Girls Club and was able to balance a part-time job on top of all of his commitments. Christopher
continues to give back to his community by volunteering through his church as a Sunday School teacher for
second graders. 
 
Christopher is a gifted math and science student. His determination and drive is leading him to a career in
aeronautical engineering. With his “can do, will do” attitude, and his motivation to give back to his country,
Christopher sees his service in the Navy as a way to give back. In the fall, Christopher decided to attend
Boston University on a full scholarship, with every intention of enlisting in the military immediately after
college. He made this decision with heart, as he had many other competitive offers from many top colleges.
Christopher is an outstanding citizen and model pupil in our community. Wayne Hills will miss his spirit and
determination.
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Christopher Ayala-Bellido
“A dream doesn’t become a reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination, and hard work.” 

- Colin Powell”



Kyla is a sweet, caring, and hardworking young woman who I have gotten to know during my time at Wayne
Hills. Believe me when I say that if you ask anyone to describe Kyla, they would have nothing but wonderful
things to share, highlighting her responsibility and willingness to volunteer for any and every activity. Kyla has
a natural gift of making others feel welcomed and accepted, whether it is in the classroom or during her
extracurricular activities like Student Ambassadors. She is a member of various extracurricular activities,
holding leadership positions in almost everything she is involved in. 
 
In addition to her extracurriculars, Kyla maintains stellar academic grades in some of Wayne Hills High
School’s most rigorous courses we have to offer. It is evident that Kyla gives 110% effort in everything she
does and I know that she will continue with these wonderful qualities at the University of Pittsburgh in the fall,
where she will be studying Neuroscience and Film and Media Studies.  Some of her most noteworthy
activities include working at The Orthodontic Center of Wayne and being the Event Lead of Relay for Life.
Kyla has worked for the Orthodontic Center for four years and this experience has helped guide her towards
her interest in pursuing a career in Dentistry! Look out for Dr. Kyla Gallipoli! Additionally, Kyla had to make a
huge adjustment as Event Lead for Relay for Life this year due to the unexpected outbreak of COVID-19. All
of the events that would have normally occurred in-person needed to be shifted to an online platform. Luckily
for Kyla, she had/has the professionalism and expertise to still make the event a huge success.
 
I like to describe Kyla as the perfect blend of both left and right brained in that she is methodical but also
extremely creative. Kyla has been a member of our Student Dance Association (SDA) for four years and
takes great pride to be able to continue as a legacy member of SDA (Mrs. Gallipoli was a Maroon member in
high school!) Junior year, Kyla was the Relay Captain and senior year she held the Financial Secretary
position. Similarly to her dance experience, Kyla has been involved with theater ever since second grade.
She is also the Social Media Director for the Patriot Press and a member of the Video Club. Her artistic
talents do not go unnoticed - not to mention those fashionable Tie Dye Tutorials she gave us on the video
morning announcements during the quarantine! 
 
There is so much more I could say about Kyla and her successes during her time at Wayne Hills. Although
Wayne Hills will be saying farewell to Kyla in June, The University of Pittsburgh will be gaining a wonderful
young lady in the fall. We wish her the best of luck in her endeavors!
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Kyla Gallipoli



The privilege of recognizing this student is heartfelt.  The qualities Ben possess cannot be tallied on a score
sheet or summarized on a transcript or recorded as a standardized test result.  The adjectives that can be
used to introduce Ben to you include, but are not limited to the following: personable, genuine, modest,
caring, helpful and honest.  He is a young person of character and integrity.  These personal characteristics
shine through in all Ben is involved with, both in the academic setting and in the extracurricular life
environments.  These intangible qualities will serve Ben in his own future, but more importantly, will serve his
community and broader society in ways that have no limits.  His mature understanding of life is that change is
part of life and it is how one adapts and grows from the change...that makes all the difference.  He learned
this by moving with his family several times and embracing new adventures along the way. 
 
Ben has been successful in our Enriched/Honors/Advanced Placement level classes and has never shied
away from a new experience or challenge.  This, in fact, is true in all areas of his life.  He has participated in
three sports for all four years of his high school experience and makes the most of his abilities, while also
contributing leadership skills and by the positive example he sets for his peers.  This engaging and diligent
student-athlete has made the Boys Soccer, Ski and Boys Tennis programs stronger by his participation,
earning a total of six Varsity letters and serving as Captain of the Ski Team.  Leadership and dedication
define who he is.  As a Student Ambassador, he has regularly been the first to volunteer for any activity and
his ability to engage with his peers and with eighth grade students during middle school activities was first
rate. Ben’s easy smile and willingness to help others make all those who meet him appreciate his active
contributions.
 
Outside of the academic realm and extracurricular school activities, this engaging person has worked as a
lifeguard and has transferred his love of swimming to working with and teaching special needs children the
fundamentals of swimming as a part of Team Hope.  His encouraging and patient nature are evident. 
Regardless of the activity, Ben is committed to giving his best effort and that example of consistent and
diligent dedication often brings him to a predictable positive outcome.  
 
With an eye towards studying Business at The Ohio State University in the fall of 2020, the consensus is that
Ben will be a resounding success and Wayne Hills will be proud to call him a graduate!
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Ben Kressaty



As counselors, it is frequently our job to inspire our students. In Sorah’s case however, it is she who
is the inspiration. 
 

Unlike most high-achieving high schoolers, Sorah has never been involved in most after school
sports or club activities. While for most students, the last bell of the school day signifies the end of a
structure and responsibility-filled day, for Sorah that last bell has only ever taken her towards even
more responsibilities. While her mother struggles to make ends meet and works long hours as the
sole provider for Sorah and her younger sister, Sorah, as she always has, goes straight home to care
for her younger sister. She helps her with homework, prepares dinner and makes sure that their day
to day needs are taken care of. To help with her mother’s financial burden, Sorah has also taken on
tutoring, teaching piano, and babysitting. 
 

Despite her family’s enormous struggles, Sorah has beaten the statistics of her circumstances and
has learned to seek her ambitions. She has not allowed her situations to tie her down but instead has
used them to motivate herself to work even harder and pursue her passions. Although juggling
household tasks and school work has certainly been difficult, Sorah, managed to seek and excel in
every academic challenge she could take on. As one of this year's top students in the class, she has
taken every AP science course offered at Wayne Hills, and more. She also, after saving up money to
make it possible to attend, applied to the Research and Engineering Apprenticeship Program and
was accepted to be a participant in the research of the synthesis of anti-tumor ferrocene
compounds. 
 

During her junior and senior years, Sorah was accepted to QuestBridge, an elite national
organization dedicated to guiding low-income, mostly first-generation, high-achieving high schoolers
such as herself on the path to college. Her resilience, intelligence, and hard work, despite her
numerous obstacles, have proven worthwhile when she found out that she has been accepted to
Yale University on a full ride. She hopes her story will inspire others to have faith, particularly her
younger sister.
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Sorah Park



When I first met Mr. Batiz, I was just a shy freshman looking to continue my musical journey,

which began in fourth grade. I expected to fulfill my responsibilities, make a few friends, and

leave. I never expected marching band to have such a profound impact on the person I am

today. But, Mr. Batiz had other plans. His inspiring speeches created a force field that was

impossible to escape. He was a continuous source of confidence and wisdom, which he

shared with all of his students.

 

Mr. Batiz teaches far more than just music in his classroom; he teaches us how to live life, how

to face adversity, how to be a good leader. Not only did he help me become a better musician,

but a better person as well. He opened me up to the world of music and possibility,

encouraging me to be myself. As a section leader, I was truly able to find my voice and learn

how to face the unexpected challenges that came my way. While highlighting commitment and

dedication in his teaching, Mr. Batiz created a supportive environment for students to grow. No

matter what, he was always there for us—whether we had a quick question, needed help with

our instrument, or just wanted to talk. His love for music and education was evident in every

action, motivating me to find my own passion in life. Although band might not be a constant

part of my future, the lessons that Mr. Batiz has taught me these last four years always will be,

for which I will forever be grateful.

Shout Out to a
Special Teacher
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Mr. Gabriel Batiz, 
Wayne Valley High School

Written by Tasneem Pathan



Dr. White’s influence touches a rarity that has evoked my deeper gratitudes—He helped me
convey what I am. He’s been my most constant friend who shares a keen allergen against
babble, the literary equivalent of assault. Dr. White I could see daily, to present the moment’s
puzzle, with confidence that some word or act from him would double as a key. 
 
The Whitian quality that rings with indivisibility from the man knows patience and empathy
mixed. Patience: passion tamed, care slowed, sorrow’s salve. The art of hoping? The pace of
nature? The lightener of what may not heal? The alternative to fury’s show? I question those,
but I know him to work by vision that only with winter-patience can we bring the deep-desired,
long-awaited spring. I don’t know when he intuited empathy’s worth, but in an empathic
lineage, he fed mine. Empathy: the ultimate virtual reality—climbing into another’s mind,
recognizing the you in me and the me in you. He loves books in this way: as little empathy
machines. He’s offered himself to me in this way: as a book: a deep source of reality for me,
imaginatively realizing some thing of me, with seeming comfort amid the most transportive
emotion possible. 
 
Dr. White’s meaning is made much of memory. The memory of his energy is consoling and
empowering to me. Can I repeat that sensation of awakening first found in Room 202?
Seemingly so, as I inhabit my biggest-ish confusion yet. But that initial sense of place, of
ground, of similar soul stuffs, which I found in Dr. White. The nearest I come to thanks is by
hoping to have reciprocated it. 

Shout Out to a
Special Teacher
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Dr. Jeffrey White, 
Wayne Valley High School

Written by Andrew Paul



Shout Out to a
Special Teacher

Señora Maria Guarino is a world language teacher who has been working at WHHS for nine
years. Her career started in West Orange, New Jersey where she was a Spanish/Italian
teacher for Roosevelt and Edison Middle Schools for about 13 years. She recalls her
experience at West Orange as a wonderful time, and she made lifelong friends that she
explored and traveled to Italy and Spain with. 
 
After a five-year break to raise her children, she took a position as a Spanish teacher at James
Fallon and Ryerson Elementary Schools. When that program dissolved, she moved to
Schuyler-Colfax Middle School and eventually to Wayne Hills High School. 
 
“Although the transition was a bit difficult, I am so happy to have experienced and met so many
wonderful teachers in all of the Wayne schools. They are dedicated and work so hard to give
their students the best education possible,” Sra. Guarino said about her experience in the
Wayne school district. 
 
She points to three role models in her life: Mrs. Lott, her second-grade teacher, Mrs.Titus, her
sixth-grade teacher, and Mrs. Vanatta, her high school English teacher. Her parents were
immigrants and came to the United States from Italy before she was born. She began
exploring Europe as a child and that sparked a passion for traveling. “I have always loved
languages, communicating, and learning about other cultures so I guess that is what led me to
teach because it incorporates all these skills,” stated Sra. Guarino. She hopes she has given
her students an appreciation for language and given them life skills to succeed in the future.
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Señora Maria Guarino
Wayne Hills High School

Written by Emma Arango



Shout Out to a
Special Teacher

Brianne Koribanick is an English 10th Grade Teacher at Wayne Hills High School. She has

been a teacher at Hills for five and a half years, but before becoming a teacher Koribanick

worked for her father’s business as the manager of social media accounts and public relations.

Koribanick chose to be a teacher because she loves making connections with people, and she

felt that making positive connections with students was something she would be good at. 

 

“I remember how some of my teachers made me feel while I was growing up,” said Koribanick.

“I wanted to make that type of impact on students myself.” Always fond of reading and writing,

Koribanick wanted to be a high school English teacher and wanted to teach in high schools.

She knows what an important time it is for students and wants to be a source of guidance. 

 

A graduate of William Paterson University, Koribanick grew up in Nutley, New Jersey and went

to college at Monmouth University for her undergraduate studies. Some of her hobbies are

yoga, studying and using essential oils, and learning about how they can replace traditional

medicine, learning about skincare products and helping her friends choose the best kinds for

them, and collecting vinyl records (mostly those from the 1960s). 

 

Koribanick’s advice for students is “always do your homework, always wear sunscreen, and

there is an abundance of career paths for everyone post-graduation. Most of all, be sure to

show gratitude and kindness each day!”

25

Ms. Brianne Koribanick
Wayne Hills High School

Written by Angelo Aliotta



Miss Linda and Gavin, her beautiful and well-mannered Sheltie, have been working with
Lafayette Elementary School since November of 2018. Miss Linda started a therapy dog
service with her first Sheltie, Polly, while working in the children's section at the Preakness
Branch Public Library. Since then she has started many therapy programs in Wayne and
other communities, and has taken her therapy Shelties to many towns and venues.  Miss
Linda has enjoyed volunteering at her childhood school, Lafayette Elementary, saying,
"School Counselor, Mrs. Scura and Principal Kriley made us feel welcome immediately so
we could get the program going.  We enjoy visiting all the of the classes, and seeing many
students regularly. We enjoy encouraging them to read and learning about their interests.
Mrs. Scura and Principal Kriley helped us transition to Zoom the week schools closed so
there was no gap. We are very fond of the students and the staff, and enjoy seeing them in
person, and on our Zoom calls."  Lafayette was fortunate to have Miss Linda and Gavin
continue to work with Lafayette Families throughout distance learning.  
 

Featured (above) are Billy and Faith who read about Olivia's kite party and then they saw
how Miss Linda’s lovebird rips up paper to fortify her nest. Below, Mason and his mom read
a Piggie Tale by Mr. Willems, on how to play catch with a snake who has no hands to catch.
Gavin was so excited and got his ball, ready to play!
 
 

Elementary News
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Lafayette Elementary Gets a Special Virtual Visit From Miss Linda & Gavin, Therapy Dog



On June 4th, Third Grade Students from Theunis
Dey Elementary had the pleasure of meeting
author of The Lemonade War, Jacqueline
Davies in a virtual author visit via Zoom. 
 
Media Specialist, Keri DelloBuono organized the
visit and collaborated with third grade teachers,
Tracy-Ellen Ehalt, Lauren Pici-Mahmudi and
Melissa Stein-Ortiz. 
 
The students had been reading her book, The
Lemonade War about two siblings that react
very differently to the news that they will be in the
same class for fourth grade and as the end of
summer approaches, they battle it out through
lemonade stands, each trying to be the first to
earn 100 dollars. 
 
Students learned the writing process the author
has to go through before she is able to publish a
book and Davies emphasized the importance of
persevering while going through the revision
process. She also gave the students a sneak
peek of her new book Sydney and Taylor
Explore the Whole Wide World.  
 
It was a wonderful authentic learning experience
for students to participate in virtually.

Elementary News
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Theunis Dey Elementary School has a Virtual Author Visit



One of the many challenges of distance learning was figuring
out how to enjoy some of the various end-of-year activities
that celebrate our students and their accomplishments.
Included in those activities are the Windows Art Shows that
are typically exhibited at each of our three middle schools. 
 
This year, Schuyler-Colfax, George Washington, and
Anthony Wayne Middle Schools have gone virtual with their
art shows. 
 
In their exhibits, art teachers, Mr. Evan Zubiaurre (SCMS),
Ms. Debbie Frenchman (SCMS), Ms. Caitlin McGugart (GW),
Ms. Cheryl Brown (GW), Mr. Thomas Maher (AW), and Ms.
Kelly Bartz (AW) met the challenge through an app called,
“Artsteps.” 
 
In order to view this year’s virtual art exhibits, go to
www.Artsteps.com on your computer or laptop and search
“AWMS”, “GWMS”, or “SCMS” in the search bar. Or you can
download the app, “Artsteps” and enter as a GUEST. Once
in, do a search for “SCMS” for Schuyler-Colfax Middle
School, “GWMS” for George Washington, or “AWMS” for
Anthony Wayne Middle School. 
 
We hope you enjoy the show and help us recognize the hard
work and tremendous effort of our incredible art students!

Secondary News
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Windows Art Shows Go Virtual at the Middle Schools

http://www.artsteps.com/


Mrs. Burton & Mrs. Bruce's 7th Grade ELA classes at Schuyler-Colfax Middle School
culminate their virtual memoir book clubbing experience by writing their own personal
memoirs using only six words.
 
History of six-word memoir: Six-Word Memoirs, is a project founded by the online
storytelling magazine SMITH Magazine. Like SMITH Magazine, Six-Word Memoirs
seek to provide a platform for storytelling in all its forms. After the magazine, six-word
memoirs took off and several books were published: Six-Word Memoirs by Teens
Famous and Obscure and Six Word Memoirs on Love and Heartbreak.
 
For this assignment, the students were challenged to write their life story in six words.
Yes, just six! Since they only have six words, students were encouraged to use
strong nouns and vivid verbs. In addition, the teachers asked students to include a
picture, which exemplified the six words and to write a paragraph explaining the
words and its significance.
 
Go here to view all of them: https://tinyurl.com/scms-6wordmemoirs-2020

Secondary News
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Schuyler-Colfax Middle School's 6 Word Memoirs

https://tinyurl.com/scms-6wordmemoirs-2020


Lunna Cua is an exceptional senior at Wayne Valley High
School who earned the only National Merit Scholarship for
Wayne Township Public Schools. 
 
Lunna has consistently worked hard and excelled in her
academics while also engaging in many of the clubs and
activities that the school has to offer. She is excited to attend
Rutgers University, Newark and she is intending to major in
psychology, as she has always had an interest in human
behavior. 

Ms. Kristin Olivo, Ms. Angela Gingerelli, Ms. Gabriela Peller, Ms. Barbara Weir, and Mr.
Omar Vazquez recently unveiled their annual art show virtually on Artsonia. Their virtual
exhibit showcases artwork from all of Wayne Valley's art classes that includes Visual
Foundations, Drawing & Painting, Advanced Drawing & Painting, Design, and AP Art &
Design.
 

Go here to view: https://tinyurl.com/wvhs-artsonia2020

Secondary News
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Wayne Valley Senior Earns National Merit Scholarship

Lunna loves to learn about different cultures and how individual backgrounds can influence
how people develop and behave. Her teachers describe her as simply amazing. With a
passion for learning, she will certainly succeed in her future endeavors.

Wayne Valley High School Virtual Art Show

https://tinyurl.com/wvhs-artsonia2020


At the State Leadership Conferences, students compete in events testing their business
knowledge and skills. Top state winners are then eligible to compete for national awards at the
National Leadership Conference each summer. Jessica and Jessie will be moving on to the
National Competition that will be taking place virtually in June.  Good luck to them both!  
 

Go here to view their video: https://youtu.be/GuBXYdjr8J4

Secondary News

31

Wayne Hills Students Wins 3rd Place at 
FBLA NJ State Competition for Broadcast Journalism

Congratulations to Jessica Heske
and Jessie Lu on coming in 3rd
place in the FBLA NJ State
Competition for Broadcast
Journalism. The FBLA (Future
Business Leaders of America) NJ
States Leadership Competition
normally takes place in March in
Atlantic City but due to the
COVID19 virus FBLA had to
change the in person competition
to a virtual competition.

https://youtu.be/GuBXYdjr8J4


The Wayne Hills Band raised $1035 with 100% of the
proceeds going to the WIN Food Pantry.
 
To celebrate their fundraising efforts for the Wayne
community, here they are showing off their “We Band
Together” t-shirts. Go here for the video:
https://tinyurl.com/whhsband-webandtogether
 
A special thank you to Mr. Paterno for his continuous
support.

Wayne Hills High School is pleased and excited to announce
they have received a $2000 grant from Sustainable Jersey
Schools.  It will be used to create a walkway and native plant
garden at the entrance to the school, helping aesthetically
and environmentally improve the first thing students and staff
see each morning on their way in from the staff/student
parking lot. The garden will be created using upcycled and
sustainable materials, in addition to plants. The grant was
written by Ms. Kristen Caldwell and Ms. Maggie Holland,
members of the Wayne Hills Green Team.  For more
information on Sustainable Schools and their grant
announcements, visit www.sustainablejerseyschools.com.

Secondary News
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Patriot Band Raises Funds for WIN Food Pantry

Wayne Hills High School students in Ms. Peller's art
classes have been creating art that displays
messages of hope, inspiration, and gratitude during
the Pandemic. 
 
Their outstanding artwork can be viewed on
Artsonia using this link:
https://tinyurl.com/whhs-artsonia2020

Wayne Hills High School Receives Sustainable Jersey Schools Grant

Wayne Hills High School's Art Class

https://tinyurl.com/whhsband-webandtogether
http://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/
https://tinyurl.com/whhs-artsonia2020


Returning to School
The start of the next school year is only a few short months away and questions abound
about what the future holds for our students and more specifically, how the school
experience will change as a result of COVID-19.  Many of the answers to these questions
are connected to guidance and standards that will be established by state and federal
agencies and will be further shaped by executive orders that may differ from state to
state.  While New Jersey does not yet have a formal plan for a return to school, we have
been working locally to look at the many issues that we face so that we are well prepared
to incorporate guidance and standards when it becomes available.
 
The Wayne Township Public Schools formed a Return to School Committee that includes
over 80 teachers, administrators, parents, and local officials. We have been meeting
weekly for the past month.   In response to key issues related to reopening schools that
must be addressed based on information from the Centers for Disease Control, the
District formed additional sub-committees to focus on each of these issues. For example,
one committee was formed to address issues related to cleaning protocols while another
committee is focused on protecting vulnerable populations. Other sub-committees were
formed to focus on issues like educational gaps, health and wellness, and developing
educational programs for social distancing. We also welcome other organizations to take
part in these discussions as we recognize the overall benefit to the community.
 
In August, the District will be publishing a document that communicates how we will
continue to deliver excellent educational programs while protecting the health of all
members of each school community.  Our return to school guide will be required reading
as we look toward the 2020-2021 school year.
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